CHAPTER XX

"ANEW LIFE"

IN the summer of 1936, Curtis took a well-earned holiday
in France. His wife was with him, and his son and
daughter-in-law were to follow by road and join him at
Royat He had said that if he could manage to visit
Royat again he would be quite recovered, and able to
carry through the rest of the year without distress. But
for the first time in his life he had complained that he
woke up in the morning without zest for the day's work;
he was always tired and unwilling to face problems and
struggles; he relied entirely on Royat to correct the
malady.

The well-remembered road south was as great a delight
as ever, and there was no hint of fatigue in his handling
of the big car. Those who welcomed him en route found
him as genial as ever, and within a few days of his arrival
at the Majestic Palace Hotel, he seemed to have recovered
even more rapidly than ever. His son was delighted to
find him cheerful again and active, and confident that he
would return to London fully competent to enter the fray.

But it was not to be. Lady Curtis-Bennett, herself
never very strong, fell ill during the third week of their
stay at Royat, and Sir Henry was always immediately
affected when she was ill. She suffered a severe attack
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